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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 



March, 18G9. 



drams of the guards will announce your accession, and all 
the splendor of the throne will bo displayed before your 
eyes. Do not suffer yourself to he dazzled by these bril- 
liant seductions of the supreme rank ; but more especially 
resist these wrong ideas of the greatness of kings, which 
ambitious or interested men will endeavor to inculcate on 
you. You will be rendered envious of the power of other 
nations, before you have time to be acquainted with your 
own ; you will be urged to destroy their felicity, before you 
have time to reflect on the good you may do to your own 
subjects ; you will be solicited to overturn the peace of the 
world, before you have secured the maintenance of order 
within your own kingdom ; and you will be inspired with 
the desire of increasing your dominions, before you have 
even ascertained what cares and informations are necessary 
to govern with prudence the smallest of your provinces. 
Mistrust all those measures with which they attempt to 
make sovereigns forget, not only the limits of their faculties, 
but the shortness of their life, and every thing that they 
have in common with other men. Stay by me a little 
longer, my sen ! to learn that the sovereign of a most 
powerful empire vanishes from the earth with less noise 
than a leaf falls from the tree, or the light is extinguished.' 



The Wae-Spirit. — Robles, an officer in the Paraguayan 
war now in progress, was taken prisoner with a severe 
wound, kindly dressed by the Brazilian surgeons ; but rather 
than owe his life to them, he tore off the dressings, and bled 
to death. 



Delusions o» Wab. — We have heard that there is some- 
thing noble in the art of war ; that there is something gen- 
erous in the ardor of that fine cbivalric spirit which kindles 
in the hour of alarm, and rushes with delight among the 
thickest scenes of danger and enterprise ; — that roan is 
never more proudly arrayed, than when, elevated by a con- 
tempt for death, he puts on his intrepid front, and looks 
serene, while the arrows of destruction ate flying en every. 
ride of him ; — that expunge war, and you expunge some 
of the brightest names in the catalogue of human virtue, 
and demolish that theatre on which have been displayed 
some of the sublimest energies of the human character. 

It is thus that war has been invested with a most pernici- 
ous splendor, and men have offered to justify it as a bless- 
ing and an ornament to society, and attempts have been 
made to throw a kind of imposing morality around it ; and 
one might almost be reconciled to the whole train of its 
calamities and its horrors, did he not believe his Bible, and 
learn from its information, that in the days of perfect 
righteousness, there will be no war; — that so soon as the 
character of man has had the last finish of Christian prin- 
ciple thrown over it, from that moment all the instruments 
of war will be thrown aside, and all its lessons will be for- 
gotten. 

I . avow it On every side of me I see causes at work 
which go to spread a most delusive coloring over war> and 
to remove its shocking barbarities to the back ground of 
our contemplations altogether. I see it in the history 
which tells me of the superb appearance of the troops, and 
the brilliancy of their successive charges. I see it in the 
poetry which lends the magic of its numbers to the narra- 
tive of blood, and transports its many admirers, as by its 
images, and its figures, and its nodding plumes of chivalry, 
it throws its treacherous embellishments over a scene of 
legalized slaughter. I see it in the music which represents 
the progress of the battle ; and where, after being inspired 
by the trumpet-notes of preparation, the whole beauty and 



tendeiness of a drawing-room are seen to bend over the 
sentimental entertaiLment ; nor do I hear the utterance of 
a single sigh to interrupt the death tones of the thickening 
contest, and the moans of the wounded men as they fade 
away upon the ear, and sink into lifeless silence. All, all 
goes to prove what strange and half-sighted creatuies we 
are. Were it not so, war could never have been seen in 
any other asject than that of unminglcd hatefulness ; and 
I can look to nothing but to the progress of Christian senti- 
ment upon earth to arrest the strong cuirent of its popular 
and prevailing partiality for war. Then only will an im- 
perative sense of duty lay the check of severe principle on 
all the subordinate tastes and faculties of our nature. Then 
will glory be reduced to its right estimate, and the wake- 
ful benevolence of the got-pel, chasing away every spell, will 
be turned by the treachery of no delusion whatever from 
its simple but sublime enterprises for the good of the 
species. Then the reign of truth and quietness will be 
ushered into the world, and war, cruel, atrocious, unrelent- 
ing war, will be stript of its many and its bewildering fasci- 
nations. — Chalmers. 



War always Selfish. — War is purely, intensely sel- 
fish. A nation fights, not for the welfare of its enemies, 
nor for the general good of mankind, but for its own pride, 
ambition, or other interests. Individuals may be disinter- 
ested ; but nations have little regard for the brotherhood 
of their race. They commonly act on the principle of a 
base, all-engrossing selfishness, and glory in it as the very 
acme of their aspirations. " A statesman," says Chan- 
ning, "is expected to take advantage of the weaknesses 
and wants of other countries. How loose a morality gov- 
erns the intercourse of states! What falsehoods and in- 
trigues are licensed by diplomacy ! What nation regards 
another with truo friendship ? What nation makes sacri- 
fices, for another's good ? What nation is as anxious to per- 
form its duties, as to assert its rights? What nation 
chooses to suffer wrong, rather than to inflict it? What na- 
tion lays down the everlasting law of right, casts itself fear- 
lessly on its principles, and chooses to be poor, or to perish, 
rather than to do wrong ? Can communities so selfish, so 
unfriendly, so unprincipled, so unjust, be expected towage 
righteous wars? Especially if with this selfishness are 
joined national prejudices, antipathies, and exasperated 
passions, what else can be expected in the public policy 
but inhumanity and crime ? " 



CHRISTIAN WITNESSES FOR PEACE. 

Episoopaleans. — Soame Jenym. — If Christian nations 
were nations of Christians, all war would be impossible 
and unknown among them. 

Thomas Scott. — War in every case must be deemed tho 
triumph or the harvest of the first great murderer, the 
devil. 

Bishop Watson.— Christianity looks upon all the human 
race as children of the same father ; and in ordering us to 
do good,. to love as brethren, to forgive injuries, and to 
study peace, it quite annihilates the disposition for martial 
glory, and utterly debases the pomp of war. 

Dr. Jortin. — The consequences of war are too well 
known. They are the desolation of populous and flourish- 
ing regions, the loss of trade, the increase of taxes and 
debts, poverty both public and private, the destruction of 
thousands, and the ruin of almost as many families, besides 
the sicknesses, tho famines, the iniquities and cruelties 
which always accompany a elate of hostility. — The. wars 
continually waged by Christian nations, are most notorious 



